
   BLUEPRINTS                                                                                

  

R E S O U R C E  C H E C K L I S T  S E R I E S

I
s
s
u

e
 
#

1

w w w . v i c a d e a c o n c e p t s . c o m

Inconsistency is the only thing in which people are consistent.

- Horace Smith

p r i o r i t y  o v e r v i e w

CONTENT IS  KING

mail marketing services are your 
gateway to professional, e!ective 
campaigns that generate results.  

How do you attract, engage and 
educate your prospects, clients and a"liates 
on a consistent basis?  Do you have a 
distribution list?  Where is it and is it 
working for you?  Maybe it is a stack of 
business cards cluttering your desk drawer?  
Maybe your list is housed in Outlook or 
Act, waiting for action to be taken? Or 
maybe you are looking to build your niche 
permission based database. 

Finding the right newsletter service 
provider for your business means 
understanding how to avoid the spam trap, 
learning how#to write appealing subject 
lines and most importantly, maintaining 
consistency in the strategy.  You don't need 
to be a graphic designer to create an 
attractive email or newsletter with quality 
content. 

The Entrepreneur’s Resource Site provides 
the following summary as to the market 
standard in choosing software:

# 300 templates
# professionally designed templates
#WYSIWYG editor
# email preview
# autoresponders
# import contacts
# ability to host 5 images
# opt#in form option
# automatic unsubscribe
# reports on sent, bounces, opt#outs, 

clicks, opens and forwards
# export reports
# phone, live chat and email support

Before making your buying decision assess 
you email creation needs and volume.

Interfaces

Feature-rich tools to meet your 

needs.
The best providers have a user interface 
complete with templates, creation wizards 
and reporting features to simplify the email 
marketing process. 

Cost

Different features may require 

additional fees.

When compared to other forms of 
marketing such as direct mail, newspaper 
and magazine ads, email marketing is less 
expensive but be sure to confirm the 
features included in the plan you buy.

Reporting

Email campaigns can be tracked 

and analyzed through opens and 

clicks.
Open Rates are the percentage of emails 
opened in any campaign.  Click Through 
Rates are the percentage of users that 
click-through to the landing page or 
website.

Spam

Also known as Unsolicited 

Commercial Email (UCE).
Don’t develop an email that is flagged as 
SPAM and immediately sent to junk.  
Subscribe to the right tools that will 
generate the right results.

Plain Text, HTML, RSS

Plain is Plain
HTML allows for a more dynamic 
publications and RSS allows your readers 
to ask for your news.

Is your l ist  working for you?
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Considerations
Email marketing is  a form of direct marketing which utilizes 

email to efficiently distribute information and marketing 

material such as newsletters, advertisements  and 

promotions.  Email marketing services use an online 

interface to simplify the process of creating and sending 

emails to contact lists.

High-impact newsletters are one of the most profitable 

marke t i ng channe ls  ava i l ab le .  

Newsletters  raise your credibility, 

boost website traffic, turn passive 

visitors  into active subscribers and 

convert more sales. Finding the right 

revved-up product for your business 

is essential from the get-go.
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Give thought to the features offered 

by online newsletter providers:

Tutorials and webinars

Tech Support

Templates

Wizards

Set-Up Fees

Send Limits 

Export/Import Capabilities 

Subscription Forms

Customized Invite Friends form

Whitelisting with major ISPs

Spam Guards

Editing and Proofing

Image Hosting/Library

Deferred Scheduling

Text/HTML Editing

Subject Line Help

RSS Feeds

Subscriber Reports and Statistics

Referring URL Statistics

Custom Welcome Message

Custom Profile Changes Message

Harvest newsletter subscribers

Automatic notifications

Permission Reminder

Text formatting

Preview and test emails

Bounce reporting

Insert coupon option

List segmentation

Remove unsubscribes

Unsubscribe comment box 

Duplicate detection

Real-time tracking

Insert logo option

Opt-In Boxes

Audio and Video Integration

Social Media Integration

Additional features of Email 

Marketing

Sequential Autoresponder email programs

Affiliate program tracking software

Questionnaires and Surveys

Email Broadcasting Service

Announcements and Events

Ad Tracking Tools and Statistics

Merchant Accounts

PayPal

Teleclasses

eBooks

Quick Check
the bells and whistles (all prices in US$)

AWeber Communications Featuring pre-
designed templates, unlimited 
autoresponders, easy opt-in forms and 
unlimited customer support, AWeber must 
be a consideration if autoresponders are a 
part of your overall online strategy in 
addition to newsletters.  The cost is $1 for 
the first month and plans start at $19/
month thereafter.

Constant Contact With a point-and-click 
interface, Constant Contact has the ability 
to create high-impact email newsletters 
and promotions in minutes. One of the 
best in template designs. Limited 
autoresponder capabilities.  Free 60-day 
trial with plans starting at $15/month.

Get Response Over 300 templates, 
unlimited follow-up messages and email 
analytics.  Supports audio and video 
recording capabilities. Plans starting from 
$9/month.  Free version limited to 10 
subscribers.

iContact Intuitive features, simple 
interface and comprehensive reports.  
Impressive survey elements and 
autoresponder capabilities.  SPAMCheck 
is included.  iContact has over 300 
templates but has limited image hosting. 
Supports audio and video recording 
capabilities. Plans start at $9.95/month 
and there is a 30 day free trial.

Vertical Response Offers email design 
tools, free image hosting, customizable 
sign-up forms, open and click tracking, 
and customer support. Easy-to-use 
interface.  Monthly and Pay-as-you-go 
pricing with plans starting at $10/month.  
Available for a 30-day free trial.

1Shoppingcart An inclusive service with 
shopping cart, autoresponders, affiliate 
manager and click-tracker.  The 
integrated solution for eCommerce. 
Plans starting at $29/month.  Test drive 
the PRO package platform for $3.95.

Not ready to fully venture into a 

newsletter program.  TRY THESE 

FREE!

EZezine Limited to 200 free messages a 
month.  A good way to get your feet wet 
without the cash outlay.

MailChimp Targeted to the Google 
generation, MailChimp is a fun email 
marketing service.  Offers flexible plans 
for every budget and is free for lists 
below 500 subscribers. 
 
Word of caution...

It can be challenging to transfer your           
subscriber list from one service provider 
to another, so you want to invest in the 
right provider as early as possible.

Vicadea Concepts provides executive level business support through virtual integration to build and 
deliver a powerful presence for our exclusive clientele. Through collaborative partnerships and by 
applying our marketing mindset in creative, technological and administrative capacities, we propose and 
execute compelling strategies for our clients. We are personally committed to the profitability of our 
clients business and conduct ourselves with the highest level of ethics, confidentiality, and professional 
standards.  Contact Carrie Drybrough at Vicadea Concepts 416.560.4797 or info@vicadeaconcepts.com.

Publishing Schedule: When planning your newsletter, look at 

your own time constraints and your audiences tolerance for 

regular communication.      
DAILY: Too much work.  Your publications will becoming annoying 

to your subscribers and will overload already bulging InBoxes.

WEEKLY: Incredibly time consuming.  Entering your subscribers 

mailbox four times a month is cause for overload.

BI#WEEKLY: The right mix for many.  Keeps you fresh in your 

subscribers’ minds but less likely to cause them to click 

‘unsubscribe.’

MONTHLY: May not be often enough.  Mailing once a month may cause a subscriber to forget 

who you are and when and why they signed up.  Monthly is often the preferred option for 

information and educational communications.

QUARTERLY: Least amount of work but the content needs to be A#One and you’d better be hard 

to forget.  Best for seasonal updates and significant changes.

REMEMBER: Newsletters should be 80$ content and 20$ promotion
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